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12 Points from the 12th Circuit
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Guardian ad Litem
A POWERFUL YOICE FOR
FLORIDA'S CHILDRENW

FLORIDA GUARDIAMN AD LITEM
FROGRAM

Point 1
Each One Reach One

In an effort to recruit more wonderful volunteers
to be the voices of our precious children, we
are startingtousethei Ea c h R®@naec h
effort.

At the end of each in-service, surveys are
passed out to rate the in-service sessions. With
the survey, thereisthei Ea ¢ h R@atlke
One. O

Please list someone you feel may be interested
in being a Volunteer Child Advocate like you!

EACH ONE
REACH ONE
Without YOU,

there would be no US!
PROGRAM

For each person here today. please help us recruit one GAL

Your Name:

Possible new GAL: NAME

http://www.12gal.org/
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Happy
versary!!!

ARIR

This month, we are excited
to celebrate the April
anniversaries of the
following GAL advocates:

0-5 vears: Deborah Brown,
Debbie Markham, Karen
Cirillo, William Ford, Helen
Githens, Catherine Myers,
Lora Royal, Lisa Burgess,
Noreen Roberts, Nicole
Cardenas, Laurie Cheiffetz,
Wendy Cox, Nancy Freund,
Christina Goldberg, Michael
Jerde, Suzanne Kreis, Kevin
McKenney, Annarita Nora-
Scott, Stephen  Orcultt,
Kenneth Starr, Deborah
Wendell

5-10 years: Candice Reid,
Patricia Rutherford, Jeremy
Carter, Darrell Prochaska,
Nancy Kaltenbach, John
"Jack" OBrien, Thomas
Siegfried

10-15 years:



http://www.12gal.org/

Circuit Team Award
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Florida Statewide

Guardian ad Litem Office

GAL

o s CHILDREN Alan F. Abramowitz,
FLORIDA GUARDIAN AD LITEM : E z
“PROGRAM Executive Director

March 10, 2015

Kathleen Elliott

Guardian ad Litem Program
1051 Manatee Avenue West
Hensley Wing, Suite 330
Bradenton, Florida 34205

Dear Kathy,

On behalf of the Florida Guardian ad Program, | would like to thank you for all of the hard
work you do for the Program. The 197 Judicial Circuit has recognized you for being
conscientious, innovative in your approach, and consistently going above and beyond in
your everyday responsibilities.

This is an historic year for the Program. Our team is creating its own legacy by celebrating
35 years of child advocacy and more than 10,000 GAL volunteers giving a voice to Florida’s
most vulnerable children. You are sharing in this legacy and allowing our children's voices
to be heard. You are that gne voice for that gne child, and [ thank you for being the person
who can say, “l am for the child.”

I value vour dedication to the children and commend vou for vour commitment to the GAL
Program.

Sincerely, /
7~ a1

Alan F. Abramowitz

http://www.12gal.org/
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Recruitment
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=lelsi®! In-service

Please visit our website www.12gal.org for a complete
listing of in -service opportunities available in our
Circuit.

In addition to those in the flyer, our Volunteer Liaison,
Melinda Gaines, will send you additional training
opportunities. Our go al is to provide both classroom
training as well as webinar training opportunities to
meet your needs.

We value your feedback!
At the conclusion of each in  -service classroom

training, you will be presented with a survey. Please
take the time to complete th e survey as the
information collected is carefully reviewed by the
Circuit Director for planning for future training
opportunities.

http://www.12gal.org/
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Fom Your Child

AMotherme ant t he whole world to
get her back. It was like | had lost everythingGirl, Age 19

An 11 year old boy told Judge in Court recently that he wished he could be
with his father ,0 Because my dad al ways took me

oThe placements did not work because in my heart | felt alone

but in my mind I felt growné. The only
me. There | was almost thirteen and hated the world. | could not

trustan yone. I didndt want to trust

someone? | had to protect myself from hurt. The only way | could

do that was to guard my hearté. | messed
of this. ¢ Girl, Age 18

This Mot herds Day wa s yforlaaadbptive snom oo 10h e r
year old boy who was adopted in October 2014. Not only was it a special day

for her, it was a special day for his Guardian , Kathy Elliott, as well because he
sent her a message and a picture on

d think thatwhen you become an adult i1itds just
caterpillar, andywowh@&me ydpudoeoa@n kamd
adult which would be a butterfly. 6 Boy, Age 9

Ol he best advice | have from one foster child to another is that you rggver
upé. Never think tdGaltAgeylou ar e wort

http://www.12gal.org/
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Guardian Angels

You arg Cordiallyg Invited to the Manasota Foster Family tlomes

OPEN HOUsEC

[TOUR the Newly Completed THIRD Home |

= 3Tk Al B -

DATE: Saturday, JULY 11
TIME: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION:

3446 Bouwer Court

Palmetto, Florida

' gheck out how Are vou being called
to minister to the
hurting children in

—— yvour community?
This house is so new, the internet Flarida Bapt'wt Children s Homes

could live
here to impact

maps still need to be npdated!
Flease follow these divection:

has many unique opportunities
_ ; mvamilable. Foster paventing and

From I-75: Take the exit for [-275 north . . B
towards the Skyway Bridge (Exit 228); - respite cave parenting are Justa

Exit off 1-275 at Tamiami Trail (Exit 2) » Please 10in s i
and tum LEFT (heading South]. At : few _g"r o i _m_a
&9th Street East (first light] turn LEFT: H parmership of providing
turn LEFT on Ellenton Gillette Road. s - -
Turm LEFT on 77¢h Court Eact Chrisi-centered services to the

[5E Guids Diogs is on the right. Th first children tn Manatee, Desoto
road on the RIGHT is Bowser Couwrt. .
and Sarasota Counties.

Participate in the

BATHROOM DR

We are collecting all bathroom
products to assist our foster families

with the high cost of living expenses.

Suggested but not limited too: children’s toothbrush, toothpaste,
toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, body soap, brushes, dental floss £

For additional information, contact Tricia Sadler: 941-357-7970 or Tricia Sadler@FBCHomes org

Qoo ¢ , GUARDIAN ANGELS
Children's Homes bpl'lan’sHeart 8 A
erens > of Southwest Florida

110 YEARS of caring

http://www.12gal.org/
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Legal Forum

Point 7

COURTROOM
ETIQUETTE

The dependency courtroom is a place where solemn life-altering proceedings occur; and there are rules of
behavior to assist the judge in keeping a case moving in an orderly fashion toward its conclusion.

First and foremost, remember the judge presides over his or her courtroom and should be shown the
utmost respect and deference at all times.

In preparation for your courtroom appearance, here are some things to consider:

Arrive on time;
Wear appropriate attire, e.g., no shorts, no tank tops, no T-shirts with logos, no flip-flops;
Remove caps, hats, or sunglasses from your head;
Turn off your electronic devices, including your cell phone, iPod, laptop, tablet or iPad;
Do not bring food or beverages into the courtroom, and dispose of any chewing gum or candy;
If the judge is on the bench as you enter the courtroom, cease conversations and quickly be seated,;
When the judge enters or leaves the courtroom, the bailiff will instruct you to stand out of deference to
the judge;
T Address the Judgenasr ds’pamd Hoeintoh ,®Yas, Sir, o or

Upon entering the courtroom, you wi || see the
one side wildl be the judgeds cl| er Knese ftandt m Sarasotasandd
Desoto counties there are podiums at which the parties stand to address the court. In Manatee, the judge
prefers the attorneys and clients remain seated at the table rather than stand at the podium. There are
three or four counsel tables, one for the Department, one or two for the parent(s), and one for the GAL
Progr am. As the Guardian ad Litem on a case,
Interest attorney (CBIA) while the Court considers the case involving your child or children.

While emotions occasionally run high during courtroom proceedings, you and your CBIA must maintain a
calm and courteous demeanor toward everyone in the courtroom. The attorneys will address the judge
and not each other. There should be no verbal or non-verbal reaction to what a party is saying as the
judge cannot allow his or her decision to be affected by inappropriate emotional displays or outbursts. The
bailiffs can admonish or remove from the courtroom people who are commenting inap propriately about or
reacting inappropriately.

The Court typically values the opinion of the Guardian ad Litem and the CBIA and CAM will encourage
you to address the judge yourself. However, if public speaking or addressing an authority figure makes
you uncomfortable, let your CBIA know ahead of time. The attorney can press the mute button on the
microphone at counsel table, listen to what you have to say, then convey it to the court for you. If for any
particular hearing, the court needs to hear directly from you, work with your CAM and CBIA before court to
help you be at ease in the courtroom.

Always remember, we know you are volunteering because you want to help the children. Your CAM and
your CBIA will work with you to ensure the best interest of every child we represent.

Thank you for all you do!

http://www.12gal.org/
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Community Partner Spotlight

Nathan L. Scott Ill, BA, CCPP

Assistant Director
Community Based Care Youth & Family Alternatives, Inc.
In Partnership with the Safe Children Coalition

Nathan is the Assistant Director with Youth and Family Alternatives, Safe Children

Coalition. YFA is the case management organization responsible primarily for the 0 -5
year ol d population of children who enter t
includes, but is not limited to, oversight of daily operations within YFA, training and
collaboration within the community, compliance, continuous quality improvement, and
supervising 4 supervisors, 18 case managers, 2 support service aides and

approximately 250 children in Sarasota County. He graduated with Honors from the
University of South Florida where his focus of study was Psychology and Sociology

and is currently certified as a Child Protection Professional (CCPP) with the Florida
Certification Board. Nat han has worked in Child Welfar
collaboration with the Guardian Ad Litem program and other community partners is

not only important, but necessary for successful outcomes for the children and families

we servey s ay sdedicatiorht@aworking indartnership is evident in his

daily interaction within his agency as well as the community.

In his free time, Nathan enjoys spending time with his best friend and wife, Angela
Arten Scott. He and his wife are nature lovers and e  njoy traveling and spending time
with friends and family; he is also an avid Tampa Bay sports fan. They are both
actively engaged in their communities through, not only their professional careers, but
also their private lives. Nathan has a Dachshund/Chih  uahua named Tobey and a
rescue cat named Murphy at home. Nat handu
close ties with his family is what he attributes to his hard work ethic and desire to
give back to the community. His level of dedication and attention to detail is what
makes him such a valuable part of the Child Welfare System.
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GAL Staff Spotlight

Child Advocate Manager, Zalmon Sherwood
Zalmon Sherwood joined the Guardian ad Litem program in November,
2013, as a Child Advocate Manager in the Sarasota office. This was the
first time in a long career as a social worker that Zalmon ever worked with

volunteer s, and he was Avery nervold
vol unteers has fast become hYGircuft ava

hasa uni que group of wvolunteers, o
backgrounds and accomplishments and all the skills and dedication they
bring to child advocacy. o

Prior to working for the Guardian Program, Zalmon was admissions
coordinator for the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, a long-term residential
program for at-risk youth. A native of Michigan, he worked for many years
in quality control in the state prison system, including working as an
l nspector at t h-eecunitgdupeoma& grisoh.i r st hi

Zalmon commutes daily from his home in small-town Arcadia. His co-
workers and volunteers find it hard to believe, but Zalmon is obsessed
with all things country, from music to Western wear to rodeo!

http://www.12gal.org/
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